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Facts About Hepatitis C (HCV)

 Most common chronic bloodborne infection in the U.S.

 Globally, 58 million living with HCV.1

 2.4 million people in the U.S. are estimated to be living with 
HCV.2

 In New Jersey, approximately 61,200 people are living with HCV.

References: 1. https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/hepatitis-c
2. https://hepvu.org/viral-hepatitis-surveillance-status-report/

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/hepatitis-c
https://hepvu.org/viral-hepatitis-surveillance-status-report/


People Who Inject Drugs (PWID) 
People Who Use Drugs (PWUD)

 #1 risk factor for HCV infection: injection drug use

 PWIDs = highest-risk group for acquiring HCV infection

 HCV prevalence is 60-80% among PWID

 Each PWID infected with HCV is likely to infect 20 
other people within the first three years of infection1

 PWUD make up between 60-80% of all new HCV infections in 
the US

1. https://nida.nih.gov/publications/research-reports/heroin/why-are-heroin-users-special-risk-contracting-hivaids-hepatitis-b-c



Chronic HCV Morbidity and Mortality

 Progression to cirrhosis and end-stage liver 
disease (exacerbated by co-infection with 
HIV/HBV, other factors).

 Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC)

 Extra-hepatic manifestations

 Death











Reporting HCV

 May be asymptomatic or mildly symptomatic AND often goes undetected and under-reported.

 HCV is a reportable disease to NJDOH (NJAC 8:57)

 Currently only + test results are required to be reported

 Regulation update to report – and + test results (coming soon)

 Change is to help with finding acute cases (new infections)



HCV IN NEW JERSEY New Jersey Overdose 
Data Dashboard

2017-2022 HCV 
(acute and chronic) 
cases reported to 
NJDOH

Source: 
https://www.nj.gov/health/pop
ulationhealth/opioid/viral_hep.
shtml



Viral Hepatitis Elimination

 New Jersey’s Viral Hepatitis Framework for 
Elimination includes hepatitis A, B, and C.

 Main areas: 
 Awareness & Prevention 

 Testing 

 Treatment 

 Monitoring





Updated CDC HCV Testing Recommendations - July 2023

 All samples be collected in a single visit 

 RNA testing be performed automatically when the HCV Ab is reactive (reflex)

 Automatic testing is critical to increase the number of people with current HCV infection who can be 
linked to care and receive curative treatment

 “Updated Operational Guidance for Implementing CDC’s Recommendations on Testing for Hepatitis C Virus 
Infection” https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7228a2.htm?s_cid=mm7228a2_w





NJDOH VIRAL HEPATITIS SERVICES LOCATOR

NJDOH Viral Hepatitis 
Services Locator 

Locations of publicly-funded 
hepatitis services, including 
testing and treatment.

Source: 
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/
hepatitisc.shtml



THANK YOU!
VIRAL.HEPATITIS@DOH.NJ.GOV
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